
 

MINUTES FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2015 

To either of the Constables of the Town of Stoneham in the County of Middlesex,       Greeting: 

 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are directed to notify and warn the 
inhabitants of the Town of Stoneham qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs to meet in the Town 
Hall, 35 Central Street, on 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

at 7:00 o’clock in the evening to act upon the following articles of this Warrant: 
 
Tellers were appointed to check the names of voters entering the Town Hall and the checklist showed   
643 voters were inside the meeting. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Lawrence Means at 7:15 PM.  Moderator Lawrence 
Means led the Pledge of Allegiance.  He acknowledged Stoneham resident Michael Day as our newly 
elected State Representative. Moderator Means acknowledged waiving the reading of the warrant and 
the meeting began. 
 
 Article 1. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire land 
parcels, permanent and temporary easements, and/or other rights in land and to dedicate Town-owned land 
for the purpose of obtaining a secure and public right of way in the general area of the former railroad right 
of way, formerly known as the Stoneham Branch Right of Way for the below referenced 
Bikeway/Greenway. The parcels affected shall include those shown on plans prepared by Fay, Spofford & 
Thorndike LLC and on file at town hall.  This will allow for the construction of the Multi-Use Trail project 
and roadway safety improvements of the Tri-Community Bikeway/Greenway project along and in the area 
of said former railroad right of way running from the Woburn Town line to Gerry Court at the far end of 
Recreation Park. Further that the Selectmen may acquire such rights in additional real property, including 
these parcels, modification of these parcels, other necessary rights, easements and/or other rights related 
thereto through any legal means, including purchase, gift and/or eminent domain and take such other actions 
as needed to effectuate this vote. Further, to use funds available from the Rail Road Right of Way Special 
Article Account (fund #029048) and/or Rail Road Right of Way Special Fund (fund #4012) (combined 
current balance of $47,663 on 10/24/2014) as needed for such acquisitions and to defray any associated 
right of way or acquisition costs or expenses connected with this project. or act on anything relating 
thereto.* 
 
        Stoneham Bikeway/Greenway Committee 
 

Article 1. Voted that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire land parcels, 
permanent and temporary easements, and/or other rights in land and to dedicate Town-owned land for 
the purpose of obtaining a secure and public right of way in the general area of the former railroad 
right of way, formerly known as the Stoneham Branch Right of Way for the below referenced 
Bikeway/Greenway. The parcels affected shall include the attached “Tri-Community Bikeway-Town 
of Stoneham-Parcel Summary” and shown on plans prepared by Fay, Spofford & Thorndike LLC and 
titled “2014-12-18 - 604652 - Tri-Community - Stoneham Parcel Summary”.  This will allow for the 
construction of the Multi-Use Trail project and roadway safety improvements of the Tri-Community 
Bikeway/Greenway project along and in the area of said former railroad right of way running from 
the Woburn Town line to the south side of Gould Street. Further that the Selectmen may acquire such 
rights in additional real property, including these parcels, modification of these parcels, other 



 

necessary rights, easements and/or other rights related thereto through any legal means, including 
purchase, gift and/or eminent domain and take such other actions as needed to effectuate this vote. 
Further, to use funds available from the Rail Road Right of Way Special Article Account (fund 
#029048) and/or Rail Road Right of Way Special Fund (fund #4012) as needed for such acquisitions 
and to defray any associated right of way or acquisition costs or expenses connected with this project.  
And further to authorize the Board of Selectmen and/or Town Administrator to take any action 
needed to effectuate this purpose and/or vote. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
           

 
 

  
          ⅔Vote Required 
          Passes Per Moderator 
          Motion for Reconsideration 
          Cannot Be Reconsidered 
 
 
        
 Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Stoneham Town Code, Chapter 15, 
Zoning By-law: 
 
1.)  by amending the Zoning Map of the Town of Stoneham to add to the Residence B District the 
following described property at 42 Pleasant Street: 
 

TEMP 

CONSTRUCTION 

EASEMENT

STATE TOWN AREA

X-7-T

MASSACHUSETTS BAY TRANSPORTATION 

AUTHORITY

STONEHAM 

(Acquisition by stoneham previously authorized by 

Town Meeting)

13117 113 45,975 SF -
 ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL MBTA 

or STONEHAM

X-8-T TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 66,548 SF - 66,548 +/-SF -  ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL

X-TE-56

JOHN J. MELKONIAN

51 MONTVALE AVENUE - STONEHAM

MAP 17 LOT 253

54548 319 39,857 SF - - 679 +/-SF TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION ACCESS AND GRADING

X-10-T TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 41,223 SF - 41,223 +/-SF -  ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL

X-TE-58

CHESTNUT HOLLOW LLC.

41 - 43 MONTVALE AVENUE - STONEHAM

MAP 17 LOT 256

39450 4 66,385 SF - - 816 +/-SF TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION ACCESS AND GRADING

X-11-T TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 2,114 SF - 2,114 +/-SF -  ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL

X-12-T TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 37,623 SF - 37,623 +/-SF -  ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL

X-13-T TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 11,102 SF - 11,102 +/-SF -  ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL

X-14-T TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 76,582 SF - 76,582 +/-SF -
 ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL  

Excluding the area currently used for a school driveway

X-TE-59 - - 3,062 +/-SF TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION ACCESS AND GRADING

X-TE-60 - - 323 TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION ACCESS AND GRADING

X-15-T TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 39,222 SF - 39,222 +/-SF -  ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL

X-TE-61

43 POMEWORTH STREET CONDO 

ASSOCIATION

43 POMEWORTH STREET - STONEHAM

MAP 12 LOT 340

- - 38,638 SF - - 412 +/-SF TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION ACCESS AND GRADING

X-16-T TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 16,943 SF - 16,943 +/-SF -  ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL

X-TE-62

JOHN W. PARISEAU TR.

41 PLEASANT STREET - STONEHAM

MAP 12 LOT 349

48991 45 29,055 SF - - 1,537 +/-SF TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION ACCESS AND GRADING

X-TE-63

AMY S. MACISAAC

15 GOULD STREET - STONEHAM

MAP 13 LOT 31

57711 526 6,970 SF - - 232 +/-SF TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION ACCESS AND GRADING

X-17-T - 881 +/-SF -  ACQUISITION/DEDICATION FOR  PROPOSED TRAIL

X-TE-66 - - 951 +/-SF TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION ACCESS AND GRADING

REMARKS

ACQUISITION (includes 

easements) / 

DEDICATIONS

TOTAL 

PROPERTY 

AREA

AREA (+/-)

PARCEL 

NO.
TITLE HOLDER (N/F) DEED 

BOOK

PAGE 

NO.

RECORDED 

45,975 +/-SF

TOWN OF STONEHAM 15490 507 38,396 SF

TOWN OF STONEHAM

STONEHAM MIDDLE SCHOOL
8112 258 392,040 SF



 

Beginning at a point on the Northerly side of Pleasant Street being the Southwesterly lot corner of the 
subject property; thence 
 
N 24º41'00" E  Thirty-three and 00/100 (33.00) feet; thence 
 
N 61º44'00" W Thirty and 64/100 (30.64) feet; thence 
 
N 13º03'10" E  Three Hundred Forty and 42/100 (340.42) feet; thence 
 
N 17º52'10" E  Sixteen and 00/100 (16.00) feet; thence 
 
S 76º07'55" E  Eighty-three and 39/100 (83.39) feet; thence 
 
S 86º53'47" E  Eighty-nine and 75/100 (89.75) feet; thence 
 
by a curve with a radius of One thousand, One hundred Twenty-five and 23/100 (1,125.23) feet and an 
arc length of One hundred Twenty-one and 17/100 (121.17) feet; thence  
 
S 12º53'45" W  Two Hundred Seventy-five and 09/100 (275.09) feet; thence 
 
N 52º21'50" W Fifty-three and 82/100 (53.82) feet; thence 
 
S 37º38'10" W  Eighty-six and 18/100 (86.18) feet; thence 
 
N 52º21'50"W  Ninety-four and 84/100 (94.84) feet along Pleasant Street to the Point of 
Beginning 
The above described property contains 75,891 square feet of land, and   
 
2.)  by amending Section 4.3.3.1(h) to read as follows:  Section 4.3.3.1(h) If there is more than one (1) 
such structure on a lot of record, there shall be at least sixty (60) feet between each structure except for 
town houses where there shall be at least forty-five (45) feet between each structure.  The only exception 
may be that no more than three (3) buildings may each be interconnected by a covered walkway or 
breezeway for reasons of convenience and shelter from the elements, if such walkway, in the opinion of 
the Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen, shall not impair services to the buildings by emergency 
vehicles or equipment.  Such buildings so interconnected shall be deemed as separate and individual 
buildings for the purposes of administering the Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of 
Land for the Town of Stoneham. (5-1-95, Art. 11) and, 
 
3.) and by amending Section 5.2.1 Table One - Dimensional Requirements as attached: 
 



 

 
August Niewenhous, Chairman 
Stoneham Planning Board 

 
 
 

 Article 2.  Voted that the Town amend the Stoneham Town Code, Chapter 15, 
zoning By-law by amending  the Zoning Map and Section 4.3.3.1(h) and Section 5.2.1 Table One 
Dimensional Requirements as follows: 
 
1.)  by amending the Zoning Map of the Town of Stoneham to add to the Residence B District the 
following described property at 42 Pleasant Street: 
 
Beginning at a point on the Northerly side of Pleasant Street being the Southwesterly lot corner of the 
subject property; thence 
 
N 24º41'00" E  Thirty-three and 00/100 (33.00) feet; thence 
 
N 61º44'00" W Thirty and 64/100 (30.64) feet; thence 
 
N 13º03'10" E  Three Hundred Forty and 42/100 (340.42) feet; thence 



 

 
N 17º52'10" E  Sixteen and 00/100 (16.00) feet; thence 
 
S 76º07'55" E  Eighty-three and 39/100 (83.39) feet; thence 
 
S 86º53'47" E  Eighty-nine and 75/100 (89.75) feet; thence 
 
by a curve with a radius of One thousand, One hundred Twenty-five and 23/100 (1,125.23) feet and an 
arc length of One hundred Twenty-one and 17/100 (121.17) feet; thence  
 
S 12º53'45" W  Two Hundred Seventy-five and 09/100 (275.09) feet; thence 
 
N 52º21'50" W Fifty-three and 82/100 (53.82) feet; thence 
 
S 37º38'10" W  Eighty-six and 18/100 (86.18) feet; thence 
 
N 52º21'50"W Ninety-four and 84/100 (94.84) feet along Pleasant Street to the Point of 

Beginning 
 
The above described property contains 75,891 square feet of land, and   
 
2.)  by amending Section 4.3.3.1(h) to read as follows:  Section 4.3.3.1(h) If there is more than one (1) 
such structure on a lot of record, there shall be at least sixty (60) feet between each structure except for 
town houses where there shall be at least forty-five (45) feet between each structure.  The only exception 
may be that no more than three (3) buildings may each be interconnected by a covered walkway or 
breezeway for reasons of convenience and shelter from the elements, if such walkway, in the opinion of 
the Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen, shall not impair services to the buildings by emergency 
vehicles or equipment.  Such buildings so interconnected shall be deemed as separate and individual 
buildings for the purposes of administering the Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of 
Land for the Town of Stoneham. (5-1-95, Art. 11) and, 
 
3.) and by amending Section 5.2.1 Table One - Dimensional Requirements as attached: 
 



 

 
       ⅔ Vote Required 
       ⅔ Passes Per Moderator 
       Motion for Reconsideration 
       Cannot be Reconsidered 
 
Article 3 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available 

funds, the sum of $10,000.00 to the budget of the Stoneham Public Library in order to replace outdated 
computer, printer and IT equipment or do anything in relation thereto. 
 
        Stoneham Public Library 
        Board of Trustees 
 
 Article 3. Voted that the subject matter of article 3 be indefinitely postponed. 
        
        Passes Per Moderator 
        Indefinitely Postponed 
       
 
 
 



 

 Article 4 To see if the Town will vote to amend the Stoneham Town Code, as follows: 
 
1. Amend Chapter 13 Streets and Sidewalks by adding Section 13-11A Water Discharge On Public 
Ways and Property, as follows: 

13-11A.1   No person, including an owner, tenant or occupant of a building, structure or real property, 
shall pump, pipe, channel or otherwise place or direct water in such a manner as to cause it to flow onto 
a public way or other public property so as to create stagnant water, icing, a dangerous driving or 
pedestrian condition, any other safety hazard, or damage to Town property. 

 
13-11A.2  This bylaw may be enforced by the Town as set out in Section 1-4 and 1-4A of the Stoneham 
Town Code. 

 
2. Amend Chapter 1 General Provisions, by amending Section 1-4A, as follows: Add the following 
to Section 1-4A: 

Section   Subject    Enforcing Person  Fine 
Chap. 13A – Sec. 11A Water Discharge On      Director of Public Works    
                                          Public Ways and Property     First Offense 

in 36-month 
period -
Written 
Warning 
Second 
Offense in 36-
month period - 
$50 
Third and each 
subsequent 
Offense in 36-
month period - 
$200 

      
         Stoneham Public Works 
 
 
 Article 4. Voted that the subject matter of Article 4 be indefinitely postponed. 
 
         Passes Per Moderator 
         Indefinitely Postponed 
 
Meeting Dissolved at 8:25 PM 
 


